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“Leading for educational excellence and equity.  
Every day for every one.” 



Welcome! 
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Essential questions for every teacher 

1. What is it that we expect our students to learn? 

2. How will we know when they learned it? 

3. How will we respond when they didn’t learn it? 

4. How will we respond when they already know it? 
    
 DuFour and DuFour (2004)    



Minnesota Rules 3501.1200 and 3501.120 establish the 
English language development (ELD) standards for ELs. 

 

Minnesota English Language 
Development Standards 
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Social	  &	  
Instruc/onal	  
Language	  

Language	  of	  
Language	  

Arts	  
Language	  of	  
Mathema/cs	  

Language	  of	  
Science	  

Language	  of	  
Social	  Studies	  
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Demands of Academic Language 
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Linguistic 
Complexity 
Discourse Level 

Vocabulary 
Usage 

Word/Phrase Level 

 

Language Forms & 
Conventions 

Sentence Level 

Level	  5	  
Bridging	  	  

Level	  4	  
Expanding	  

Level	  3	  
Developing	  

Level	  2	  
Emerging	  

Level	  1	  
Entering	  





WIDA Performance Definitions – Speaking and Writing Grades K-12  
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•  Grades 1-2 
•  Grades 3-5 
•  Grades 6-8 
•  Grades 9-12 

ACCESS Writing Test Sample Items 
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1.  evidence of the cognitive demand of this task  
2.  supports provided to accomplish this task in 

writing 
3.  areas of language addressed: social/

instructional; language arts; math; science; 
social studies 

4.  any implications for teaching the academic 
language of language arts to all students 

5.  alignment with content area standards (writing 
benchmarks in particular) 

 
 
 

What do you notice in your grade-level groups? 
Consider and discuss in your groups… 
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•  Grades 1-2 
•  Grades 3-5 
•  Grades 6-8 
•  Grades 9-12 

W-APT Initial Screener for EL Eligibility: 
Scored Student Writing Samples  
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Review several of the scored samples and discuss 
1.  evidence of the cognitive demand of this task  
2.  supports provided to accomplish this task in 

writing 
3.  Connections with the performance definitions 

and features of academic language 
4.  any implications for teaching the academic 

language of language arts to all students 
5.  alignment with content area standards (writing 

benchmarks in particular) 
 
 
 

What do you notice in your grade-level groups? 
Consider and discuss in your groups… 
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•  Consider some ways you can help all students 
develop the academic English needed to write in 
different genres across the content areas 

WIDA Lesson Plan Share Space Packet 
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Instructional Supports 
For more information on types of supports, see page 11 in ELD Standards booklet 2012 
available at www.wida.us 

 



Supports Related to ELA 



ELD Standards Implementation 
Framework   

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/EdExc/
StandImplToolkit/Installation/StandAssess/
UnderstandStand/ 
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WIDA Home Page:   wida.us/ 
WIDA Minnesota Page 

–  Assessment Materials and Training 
–  Important ACCESS for ELLs Administration Dates 
http://wida.us/membership/states/Minnesota.aspx 

WIDA Download Library 
•  Guiding Principles of Language Development 
•  WIDA 2012 Amplified ELD Standards & Can Do Descriptors 
•  Test Administration Manual 
•  Research Briefs and Staff Training Tools 
•  State Webinars: MN Academic Language Series and more 

WIDA Online Resources 
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 michael.bowlus@state.mn.us  
 

Thank you for your time and energy today! 
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Fixed	  Mindset	   Growth	  Mindset	  

Must	  be	  perfect	  
	  

Con/nuous	  learning	  

Fear	  of	  failure	   Willing	  to	  try/take	  risks	  

Quali/es	  are	  set	  in	  stone	   Quali/es	  are	  malleable	  

Do students have fixed or growth mindsets? 
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Carol	  Dweck,	  2013	  



	  	  	  GRADE	  8 

ELD STANDARD 4 - The Language of Science             EXAMPLE TOPIC:   Forms of energy 

Organization of MPIs within the 
2012 Standards 

STRAND 

MPI 
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Student	  
Learner	  assets,	  home	  and	  community	  

language,	  and	  cultural	  factors	  

School	  
General	  academic	  language	  for	  knowing,	  

thinking,	  reading,	  wri/ng,	  listening,	  
speaking	  and	  visualizing	  

Language	  of	  
Mathema/cs	  

Language	  of	  
Science	  

Social	  and	  
Instruc/onal	  
Language	  

Language	  of	  
Language	  Arts	  

Language	  of	  
Social	  Studies	  

Evidence-‐	  
Informed	  	  
Instruc/on	  
(Strategies	  

and	  
Prac/ces)	  

Forma/ve	  
and	  

Summa/ve	  
Feedback	  on	  

English	  
Language	  

Development	  

Adapted	  from	  Jeff	  Zwiers	  (2008)	  and	  WIDA	  



EL Programs 
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Iden/fica/on	  and	  
MARSS	  
Classifica/on	  	  

Placement	  into	  a	  
Program	  	  with	  an	  
Ar/culated	  
Amount	  and	  Scope	  
of	  Service	  

Parent	  
Communica/on	  
and	  Engagement	  

Annual	  
assessment	  of	  
Progress	  in	  English	  
Language	  
Proficiency	  –	  
ACCESS	  for	  ELLs	  

Exit	  and	  MARSS	  
Reclassifica/on	  	  

Criteria and procedures documented by the LEA, and applied uniformly.	  

EL Service Plan available to parents and other stakeholders upon request.	  
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Organization of the 2007  
Standards Matrix 




